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HAUPPAUGE SCHOOLS BEGIN DISTANCE LEARNING
      On Thursday, March 12th, Dr. Dennis P. O’Hara, Super-
intendent of Schools, sent a letter to Hauppauge families 
advising them that schools would close on Friday, March 
13th and Monday, March 16th in order for Administra-
tion and Teachers to prepare for a school closure due to the 
threat of COVID-19.  Teachers began the process of prep-
aration for Distance Learning on Friday, March 13th, but 
schools would unfortunately be ordered to close starting on 
Monday, March 16th for an undetermined amount of time.
     We are now in the beginning of April and it is still uncer-
tain as to when schools will be able to reopen.  What began 
on Monday, March 30th, was the beginning of learning in a 
whole new way for our students.  “Distance Learning” is in 
full swing in the Hauppauge School District.  
     Karen Karpowicz teaches fifth grade at Bretton Woods 
Elementary School.  Karen said the following when asked 
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about the Distance Learning she is providing her students with:  “When the 2019-2020 school year be-
gan, not one of us could have possibly imagined the unprecedented educational journey that lay ahead.  
These first two weeks of distance learning have reaffirmed one truth of which I am absolutely certain, 
my students are AMAZING! Their adaptability and positivity have blown me away.  It goes without 
saying that I cannot wait for the day when I greet each one of them at my classroom door, however, 
witnessing the skill and independence they’ve shown in navigating our online environment fills me 
with pride.”      Karen added, “Each week we are connecting us-

ing a world of resources.  Students access their as-
signments through Google Classroom, inspire their 
classmates by sharing creative ways they are spend-
ing their time at home via SeeSaw, and even engage 
in virtual discussions using Flipgrid!  We collabo-
rate on Google Docs and Slides, providing essential 
opportunities to interact.  Lessons are brought to life 
by incorporating digital materials courtesy of plat-
forms such as Nearpod, BrainPOP, and Flocabulary.  
It is true that I am learning right alongside my stu-
dents in the pursuit of creating an optimal online 
classroom. As I explore new avenues of teaching, 
I know that this experience will forever impact the 

way that I incorporate technology into my instruction.  Although the landscape of school has changed 
in these challenging times, the commitment that students, educators, and families have shown to learn-
ing provides all the evidence necessary to know that we are still, undoubtedly, on the Road to Awe-
some.”

Karen Karpowicz
Grade 5

Distance Learners

     
Continued on next page . . .



     James Boyle teaches Math 7 Honors and Math 
8 at the Middle School.  When asked about how 
he is conducting Distance Learning with his stu-
dents, James said, “Mr. Google Classroom is the 
main platform we are using for Distance Learn-
ing.  It acts as the hub for teachers and students 
to send assignments, assessments, and to com-
municate with each other.  Many of my students 
send private messages through Google Class-
room (GC) daily.  I check the classes often, but 
also set Google Classroom to email me when a 
student posts a message so I can reply in a more 
timely fashion.  We use Notability to write on 
top of our note packets and then post these files 
to the classroom.  We sometimes do screen recordings of ourselves on the iPads for our notes too.  I 
open a PDF in Notability, start the screen recording function on the iPad, and then explain the notes 
as I fill them out on the screen.  I recently taught myself how to use iMovie so I could edit the screen 
recordings, piece video clips together, and even create intros for the videos.   
     Mr. Boyle continued, “We also use an app called Mathspace that allows us to assign specific practice 
problems.  It gives the students feedback and immediately grades the questions so they know which 
ones they get correct.  It also provides them with the option to watch a video explaining how to solve 
the problem, or they can click on the hint button to guide them to the next step.  We also use YouTube 
videos, Quizizz, and Google Forms.  Quizizz is an app that allows us to create a set of practice ques-
tions and has a game-like feel to it, like Kahoot.” 
     Mr. Boyle also noted the following, “Besides the apps mentioned, we spend a lot of time making 
phone calls and sending emails to parents, and helping our students with the work.  We also have 
weekly meetings using Google Meet.  And the other math teachers and I are in contact almost on an 
hourly basis, planning and collaborating.  I’m grateful to be working with all of them.”
     Thank you to Ms. Karpowicz and Mr. Boyle for sharing their Distance Learning set-up.  We will 
share more in future issues.
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     The wait is over!  High School Senior, Sophie Epstein, has been named a 2020 National Merit 
Scholarship winner!  She is the recipient of a $2,500 scholarship!  However, the good news does not 
end there for Sophie!  She told us, “Because of this honor, actually, Fordham University offered me a 
free-tuition merit scholarship and that’s where I will be attending this fall!”
     We are so happy to hear this wonderful news from this high-achieving high school senior!  We 
wish Sophie all the best as she continues her education at Fordham University in the Fall!
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NEWSDAY NAMES THEIR 
ALL-LONG ISLAND CHEERLEADING TEAM AND 

HAUPPAUGE CHEER  IS FRONT AND CENTER
     Newsday has named their All-Long Island Cheerleading Team.  High School Junior, Alexa Waters, 
is the Suffolk Cheerleader of the year!  Coach Laura Candela has been named the Suffolk Coach of the 
year!  Also named as members of the All-Long Island Cheerleading Team are Olivia Gay and Alexa 
DiBenedetto.  
     If you would like to read more about our Cheer Team, click here to access the Newsday article.  Con-
gratulations to our Championship Cheer Team!
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https://www.newsday.com/sports/high-school/all-long-island/newsdays-all-long-island-cheerleading-team-2020-1.43644025


HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS MAKE 
COLLEGE COMMITMENTS

     Hauppauge High School Seniors are making their college commitments.  Below are some students 
that have made their choices:

Rose Recce
Crane School of Music

Double Major in Music Education 
and Vocal Performance

Gia and Jennie Arancio
Smith College

Lacrosse

 
 



“HONK AND HELLO” PARADES
SHOW OUR ELEMENTARY LEARNERS THAT 
THEY ARE THOUGHT ABOUT AND MISSED

      Pines, Bretton Woods and Forest Brook Elementary 
all held “Honk and Hello” Parades recently.  Students and 
parents took to their front lawns, driveways and sidewalks 
to wave to their principals, teachers and even our Superin-
tendent, Dr. Dennis P. O’Hara.  All participants remained  
in their cars and wound their way through a pre-deter-
mined route which was sent out to families so they would 
all be able to get a hello from their principals and teachers.    
        Pines Principal, Dr. Claudine DiMuzio, shared these 
special thoughts regarding her parade,  “As I drove through 
the Pines community with my three children, we were 
very touched by the love and support offered at each stop. 
It reminded me of the time that we had a Thanksgiving 
Day Parade at Pines ES after we lost our Halloween Parade 
after Superstorm Sandy. That day was also filled with deep 
gratitude for our ability to rally together as a community!”
   Dr. DiMuzio added, “In my nine years as the proud 
leader of the Pines ES community, our “Honk and Hello Parade” reminded me about why Hauppauge is such a 
tremendous community.  This community always comes together during difficult times and pulls together to bring 
everyone forward in a positive and uplifting manner.  Hauppauge has a tremendous heart for its community, and I, 
along with the entire staff, will always be grateful for their support and love throughout this unprecedented time!” 
     Bretton Woods Principal, George Gagliardi, said, “I am completing my 28th year in education.  I have served 
in numerous roles and responsibilities.  Today may have been the most uplifting, gratifying & impactful day of my 
career.”
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     Forest Brook Principal, Dr. Kristen Reingold said the 
following about their parade, “Participating in the parade 
was definitely an experience I will never forget.  It was in-
credible to see the turnout from staff and all of our families, 
past and present, lining the streets to cheer us on.  Students 
were beaming from ear to ear when they saw their teachers 
and vice versa for our staff!  It was a truly motivating and 
uplifting experience and gave us all the boost we needed 
to keep moving forward.  I feel so blessed to have the most 
supportive school community.”
     Thank you to everyone who made these parades possi-
ble!  We know that they were very important in maintain-
ing contact between school staff and their students.  These 
were three absolutely beautiful experiences that will not be 
soon forgotten by all.  Enjoy these photos from all three 
parades.  Special thanks to Frank Bayer Photography and 
Karen Kerr of Pines ES for the great photos!
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BRETTON WOODS STUDENTS 
HONOR OUR SUPERHEROES FROM HOME

      Bretton Woods brings new meaning to the term “Superhe-
ro.”  Thank you to all who shared their photos honoring Doc-
tors, Nurses, Teachers, 1st Responders, Grocers, Mail & Delivery 
Drivers!



HS ART STUDENTS ARE KEEPING THEIR SKILLS, 
AND PENCILS, SHARP AT HOME

      Studio in Art and Advanced Graphics classes are continuing their class work at home.  Teacher, Meghan Mc-
Grath shared these “Still Life Compositions in Pencil” that her students are working on.  Meghan said, “They’re 
works in progress.  Students were asked to gather 5 objects from around their house and create a still life composi-
tion with focus made on proportion, value, texture and balance.  They have been building on and developing these 
skills all year in my Studio classes.”  
     Thank you to Ms. McGrath and her students for sharing their “in-progress” artwork!
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